June 18, 2024 Climate Action Plan Kickoff
Cross-Sector Mitigation Breakout Session
Notetaker: Brian Woods

Comments during Plenary
· Far too much speaking on the part of folks on the council.  Should have allowed much more time [for] the public 
· Yes, in the future, maybe do some explainer videos that people can watch ahead of time?
· How is this going to affect our taxes and shouldn’t the big corporations and factory farmers be the target of reducing emissions and effecting (sic) our waterways?
· Accommodation for hard of hearing, broadband challenged
· Health, education, 
· Could a possible way to address the needs of accessibility and lack of internet in various places is for the Council to hold periodic public gatherings offering the opportunity to join or at least view a Zoom meeting in a local public place (schools? town hall?) where internet is available. Recruiting local folks to serve as facilitators??? We need to give people in all areas and from all different sectors to get engaged in the work of the Climate Council to improve communication and potential "buy in" for solutions
· Is there a way to provide written input into the CAP update - limiting public input to 10 minutes in a breakout group of 20 people is insufficient
· A lot of peoples concerns have been raised – biomass, regenerative ag, emissions accounting
· I think people are burned out on zoom meetings and you need to find new methods of public outreach to working Vermonters who rarely attend these meetings.  You are not reaching the Vermonters who are most impacted, while you are making decisions that have major effects on people’s lives.  This is inequitable in the extreme, and people keep telling me that, but they never attend these meetings
· We don't need McNeil or Ryegate.  McNeil only runs half the time anyway- which is fine because our power comes from the grid which is far less polluting.  Shut McNeil down, stem the outrageous economic losses from the plant and run on the grid while we seek out zero carbon options.  Of course, a just transition for workers.  That is a policy issue that should be addressed.  Biomass is our coal- we smugly say W. Virginia shouldn't be propping up its coal plants, yet we as a state refuse to accurately account for wood burning emissions- from both bioenergy and residential wood burning.
· Could a possible way to address the needs of accessibility and lack of internet in various places is for the COuncil to hold periodic public gatherings offering the opportunity to join or at least view a Zoom meeting in a local public place (schools? town hall?) where internet is available. Recruiting local folks to serve as facilitators??? We need to give people in all areas and from all different sectors to get engaged in the work of the CLimate Council to improve communication and potential "buy in" for solutions

· Looking at thermal carbon emission reduction - there needs to be standards requiring landlords to update their properties to protect tenants from sub-standard and energy inefficient buildings 
· Go to downtowns throughout the state and do “man on the street” interviews which are the most likely way to capture working Vermonters.
· The amount of money from McNeil to Vermont landowners is on the order of $0.2m total, less than 1% of the operating cost of the plant. McNeil is a drag in the Vermont economy, not a benefit. // Like all of the other wood chip plants in the Northeast that have closed, McNeil and Ryegate are bit players in the New England electrical system. No power planner would bat an eyelash if they stopped operating for good, yesterday. The role of the climate council is to deal with emissions.
· Discussion regarding future engagement



